
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: We Belong to a Community                      Unit: 1 

Target Course/Grade Level:     Second grade                              Timeline: 10 forty minute sessions 

Unit Summary  

This unit will help students realize what makes a community healthy and vibrant. They will 

delve into the concept of how communities vary and how they are interactive and governed 

by rules, laws and leaders.   

Primary interdisciplinary connections: language arts, art, computer education, character 

education. 

21
st
 century themes and skills: environmental responsibilities, civic resources and solutions, 

usefulness of being an informed citizen, understanding personal influence on democratic 

government. 

Unit Rationale  

Every person is part of a community. Knowing how to contribute to one’s community so it 

can function efficiently and effectively is important to the overall health of each 

community one belongs to.   

Learning Targets 

Standards:  

 6.1 U.S History: America in the World:  All students will acquire the knowledge and 

skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures and 

environment shape the American heritage.  Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values and 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

6.3 Active Citizenship in the 21st Century: All students will acquire the skills needed to 

be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural understanding by 

working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living in an 

interconnected world. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

Content Statements 

Everyone is part of a larger community. 

Places are jointly characterized by their physical and human properties. 

Interaction among various institutions in the local economies influence policymaking and societal 

outcomes. 

Understanding of financial instruments and outcomes assists citizens in making sound decisions 

about money, savings, spending, and investment. 



Relationship of self to people, places, and resources in a community and beyond. 

Rules and laws are developed to protect people’s rights and the security and welfare of society. 

In a representative democracy, individuals elect representatives to act on the behalf of the people. 

The US democratic system requires active participation of its citizens.  

Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills in classroom and family settings. 

Explain the importance of understanding and following rules in family, classroom, and community 

settings. 

Ethical behaviors support human rights and dignity in all aspects of life. 

The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve the 

problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting 

and problem solving. 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.4.A.1 Explain how rules and laws created by community, state, and national governments 

protect the rights of people, help resolve conflicts, and promote the common good. 

6.1.4.A.7 Explain how the United States functions as a representative democracy, and describe 

the roles of elected representatives, and how they interact with citizens at local, 

state, and national levels. 

6.1.4.A.8 Compare and contrast how government functions at the community, county, state, and 

national levels, the services provided, and the impact of policy decisions made at each 

level. 

6.1.4.A.11 Explain how the fundamental rights of the individual and the common good of the 

country depend upon all citizens exercising their civic responsibilities at the 

community, state, national, and global levels. 

6.1.4.A.12 Explain the process of creating change at the local, state, or national level. 

6.1.P.B.1 Develop an awareness of the physical features of the neighborhood/community. 

6.1.4.C.6 Describe the role and relationship among households, businesses, laborers, and 

governments within the economic system. 

6.1.4.C.11  Recognize the importance of setting long-term goals when making financial decisions 

within the community.  

6.3.4.A.1 Evaluate what makes a good rule or law. 

6.3.4.A.2 Contact local officials and community members to acquire information and/or discuss 

local issues. 

6.3.4.A.4 Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public 

concern and possible solutions. 

6.3.4.A.3  Select a local issue and develop a group action plan to inform school and/or community 

members about the issue.   

6.3.4.A.4 Communicate with students from various countries about common issues of public 

concern and possible solutions. 

9.1.4.F.3 Explain the importance of understanding and following rules in family, classroom, and 

community. 

http://www.njcccs.org/ContentAreaTabularView.aspx?code=6&Desc=Social+Studies


9.1.4.B.1 Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that 

foster creative thinking. 

9.1.4.C.1 Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in completing 

tasks in different settings (at home, in school, and during play). 

Unit Essential Questions 

How does the structure and well-being of 

a community affect its interactions? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 A Community is a group of people and things 

that assist a person in giving quality to their 

life. 

 A community can be healthy or unhealthy. 

 People live in cities, suburbs, or rural 

communities. 

 Communities provide resources for basic living. 

 Rules and laws are needed for a community. 

 Community governing groups offer each 

community member a place to voice their 

opinions and views on community issues. 

Unit Learning Targets 
Students will ... 

 Define community, rules, laws, natural resource, disposable resource, goods, services. 

 List qualities of a healthy community. 

 Expand concept of community to include family, neighborhood, town, county, state, country, 

world. 

 Contrast city communities to suburbs and rural communities. 

 Contrast rules vs. laws and explain why communities need them. 

 Explain job of mayor, town council, school board. 

 Sort places in community as a service provider or a goods provider. 

 Explain how communities provide resources for living (goods & services). 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

Create a community that meets the needs of its members including description of community 

setting, resources provided within the community, and rules/laws and government resources to 

sustain quality of life within the designed community.  

Or 

Test covering all the components of the unit.  

Equipment needed:  

Chart paper, drawing paper, & art supplies  

Teacher Instructional Resources:  

Iris & Walter: book from TES Library 

The Little House: book from TES Library 

Making a Difference: Harcourt Brace Social Studies Text 

 

 

 

 



Formative Assessments 

Observe students during various class activities, discussions, and their work on various class  

assignments such as:  

creating chart with attributes of rural, suburban,& city communities;  

venn diagram comparing rules and laws;  

drawing and describing a rule and a law that affects their everyday life; 

debate school related issue in a role play of school board meeting. 

 

Integration of Technology:  

 Each student will create one slide for a class power point based on each person’s research on 

one assigned Tewksbury community location. This will be done during a scheduled Computer 

Lab visit. 

 Connect via internet with another second grade class from a different community 

demographics than Tewksbury to compare community experiences. 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSLAOMDCommunityUnit-Overview-WhatMakesGoodCommunity36.htm: 

sample community unit with other resources to use for our unit 

http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/byrnesf2000/caswhi/white/Homepage.htm 

list of books, games, activities to use for this same unit 

www.epals.com oodles of interactive projects with classrooms all over the globe.  

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

Drawing in groups to show different community settings of rural, suburban, or city. 

Writing a statement to use in debate regarding current school policies. 

Books available in classroom library on various topics written for various reading levels. 

Research project on an assigned location in Tewksbury which includes interviewing a person 

associated with that community location. 

Creating own design as a community with as much detail as they see important to express the 

community description. 

 

Teacher Notes: 

 

 

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/SSLAOMDCommunityUnit-Overview-WhatMakesGoodCommunity36.htm
http://teacherlink.ed.usu.edu/tlresources/units/byrnesf2000/caswhi/white/Homepage.htm
http://www.epals.com/

